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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 

REGION 6 

$ wCj 1445 ROSS AVENUE, SUITE 1200 
5 -0 DALLAS, TX 75202-2733 

' + t " l  p R f l q "  

Mr. I>an I.;dcn, Ilcputy llircctor 
Ollice ol'l'ermitting. Remediation & Registration (MU-1 32) 
Texas Uornlnission on En\ ironmental ()1131 it! 
P . 0  Rex 13087 
,Austin. 'I'X 787 1 1-3087 

Dear Mr. Ildcn: 

'The Environmental Protection Agency t l lP.4)  has co~nplctcd its revicw of several 
pl u\ isions in the Texc~s Surfucu N'~i ler L,uuli~~. S ~ C I ~ I L ~ L I J . ~ / . + ~  ( - 1  X WQS). I'hese slandards LV ere 
adoptcd by thc -1'cxas Yatural Kcsourcc C'anscrvatiot~ C'ott~mission. no\\ the Texas Cornlnissio~~ 
on l!n\ irnnrncntal Quality ( I Cl-lo). or1 July 26. 2000, and scthmitted lo lhc I 'PA for approval (HI 

September 17. 2000. I a111 pleased to inform you that thc t<P14 is approving the provisions as 
documented in 111c t.ncl~>surc to this Icttcr, pursuant to sections 303(c) ul' the Clean Water .Act 
(C'WA) and thc irnplcrncnting regulation at 40 C'FR Part 131. This action includcs 11c1\- mind 
reviscd provisions in $307.4. Q307.7. and $307.9 of the 'J'X WQS, ['PA is taking ac+tik)n on 
I'able 2 - 'Total Hardness and pH Values Uscd for 1)ctcrmining Select In-slrcam Tuhir: Critcria 
found in $307.6 i)l' thc I ' X  WOS. [:PA considers 'l'able 2 to be an implemen~ation pro\ isic-~n. 

The EP:l t ~a s  previously statcd that it  takes no action on  the reviscd driinition vl'"surfacu 
water in thc st:~tc" it1 t l ~ c  'I'Y W ( J S .  which includes an area extending 10.3h mi lcs  oft'shclrc into 
thc Iiult'of Mexico. Under the C'WA. 'Texas docs not havc jurisdictiorl t o  rcgul:~tt: wstes 
dandards more than three miles from thc coast. 'I'hcrcfore, l-lPA's approval of' the iltms in thc 
er~closure recogni~es the stale's authorit!- undcr thc C'WA to i ndude  waters extending offshorc 
three miles in the Gulf of Mexico. but docs not zxtenrl ~i ls I  !hat point. Beqond three miles, the 
l lPA rctains authority for C:WA purposes. EP:l's appro\.al also docs not include the application 
c ~ f  the '1'X U'QS i'or the portivns of'tht: Red Ril'cr and I.akc ~ l ' c i oma  that are located within thc 
stale oi'Oklahoma. Finally, thc liPA is not apprrwing t t ~ c  -1-X WQS for those waters or portions 
u f  waters locatcd in Indian C'ountry. 

Section 7(a)(2) of thc Ilndangcrcd Spccics :Id requires that all fideral agcncics cngage i n  
consultation to cnsurc thcir actiorls arc tlot likely to j ropardi~e the continucd cxistencc of an! 
tl~rcntcncd or endangered species or t.esu11 in  aci\c.rsc nlodi tication of designated critical habita~. 
tlPA is apprnving the Ibllowing provisions subjcct to coniplction of consultation between 
Regiun 6 and the L1.S. Irish and Wildlifc Service and the National Marine 1:ishcrics Service. 
$307,7(b)(3)(;1. )(ii ): 1;707.7( hj(5); $307.9(c)(3)(A) and (U): and. $107.C)(f). Hccause EPII 
rctains thc t i l l  riuqe ul'uptiu~is available undcr C'WA $303(c). including discl-rtjun 10 revisc its 
approval decision hascd on ncw or additional information dekeloped in rhvsc consultnrions, these 
cond~t ional approvals are lu11y consistent with $7(d) of the l-lndanpered Syt.cies ~Zct. 



'I'I-re EPA has previously approved rlw ~ L I I I I : I ~  health provisions in the 'I-X WQS: new and 
~.t.\,ist.d languagc in $307.2. $307.3 2nd 6307.5; the t4cvisud aquatic life cri ter i :~ ti-~r saltwater in 
l 'able I : rcviscd rnincrals critci-ia 2nd designation of thr aquifcr protection use fur numcrous 
segmcnts in Appendix A - Site-spccific Lses and Criteria for I'lassified Segments; thc rclrised 
standards for segment 03.10 - Pcasc IZiver in Appendix A:  all ncw and revised provisions in 
Appendix C' - Scgnient T)cscription~ rjnd Appendix I 1  - Site-spzcilic Receiving Water 
Assessmen~s: 317il. criteria based on watcr cffects ralitls lor. set cral scgmcnts in Appetldiu 1 . - 
Site-speci i i o  I:ritcria. 'l'he EPA will takc scparale action on thc remaining new and t.ccisc~l parts 
in $307.6. $307.8. and Appclldix E ':of lhe TX W:'QS. 

1 ivould like to coi~imclld the 'I C'kQ st:ll'l'ibr its colnmitmenl in completing thc task 01' 
rc\ icuing and revising the statc's ~ t a t e r  qualily standards. If you  h:i\e at? qucstions or concern(;. 
1.1lcasc contact me at (21 3)  hh5-7 10 1. or have your staff conl;ict Diane Evans at (2 14) 665-6677. 

; \ 
Midup1 I .  1:lnrcs 
l)ir&tor 
Water Qualily Protccriorl llivision 

cc: .lim Davenpor.t. 'I'C'IlC, - Water Quality Asscsstnent Section (MI:- 150) 



\V:'ater Ouality Sl.in_rlr..ils approved b ~ l : P i \ l r l p r ~ l  201)8) 

i;;07.4(b). Aeslhetic pgatnctcrs. Parag]-~pll (71 ivas tnodilied to clarify that acti I itics under 
Clcan M'ater Act $404 dl.cdgc and [ill pcrmi ts arc not prohibircd by the narrali I c criterion for 
scttlcablc solids. Also. t11c. term "surf5cc wLitcr in the statc" rcploccd --reservoirs, I:lkcs and .. bays. 

<307.4(d ). I oxic s~~bs tanccs  I.anguagc uas added t i )  the i~arrativc toxics cri t t ' r iu~~ to zl,lriKy thc L: 
! c i  cl 01' protecticm prcviouslq ~ s ~ r t h l i s l ~ c d  in othcr prcl\ i s~ons  o f  the TX U'QS. 

<.307.4(~). Salinitll Paragraph (1  ) nc l s  claritied by spccifj:ing that existillg 2nd designated uscs. 
in atiditior-! to artai t ~ ~ h l c  uses. will be ~nairitairied. r?i rufcrcnue ru the numcric cri tesia Sor 
chlori<les. sulfates and totill dissol\~cd solicls in Appendix ,A itas acldcd in paragraph ( 2 ) .  I'he 
narri~lit c pror~ision in paragraph ! 3)  was reviscd to state thal salinity gradients in estuaries will be 
111;iilltai t ~ c d  to supporl attnin;tblc aquatic lifc uscx. 

4.307.4(h). Ayliatic lif'e uses ancjdixsolved ox) s~ Paragraph ( 1 )  Icas clari tied to statc t h i t  

dissolved o w g c l ~  ievels nil1 bc sullicittnt to support existing, Jcsignnred and attainablu aquatic 
l i  fi- uses. l<ri't.t.ellccs to thu aquatic: I 1  l i .  ilscs and d i s s o l ~ c d  vsygen crileria i 17 .Appendis /\ Ibl 
classilit.4 sugtnents and Appendis 1) Llr unclassified scg~ncnts Lierc adopted in p;iragrapll (1). 
12311g~i~g~  rclatcil lo the PI-csumcd high aclualic litc usc f i t r  ut~cl~issified perennial i\,ltcl-c and the 
dihscjlvcd ox) gen criteria f(or in~ermittent stl.cams was reibrrnatted as paragraph ( 3  ). ii ithout 
changes to the It.\ el o l ' p ~  otcction. Paragraph (4)  r ias  ~*cviscd to stale that Jissc)li cd ox! gun 
CI-itcria appll lo intcrtilittctlt htreanls whe~l \killer is prcscnt. 

$307.4(i). Acluatic liik uscs and Il;ihjl;il 11 narr;itiv~ ~ r i t e l - i o ~ ~  filr pr{l t~ '~t iun of' aquatic h;ih~ tat 

\\as ndoplecl ill I!IC WQS. I < L ' I ~ ~ L ' ~ I c c s  to thc Cit 'A $404 pcrnlilting progiam and the 'Fc'.~3( 

rc>gula~ions for $40 1 certilicatior~ n t '  fcderal pcrnlits wurc irlcludcd. 

:\dilitional editorial ahangcs in $307.4, \vIiich don't  altcr the meaning or i~i~lllcrnentiltion of tIlch 
WQS, were tnadc. 

4307.7. Siic-spccific Uses a ~ l d  Criteria 

$.?!)7,7(b)(2)(A)(ii). lZyuil't.r protection. Language i u s  added to claril)  hut thc aquif'cr 
prvtection use applies to portions oi'segincnts thal i1t.t. \I ithill the recharge. transition or 
cvntri butitlg zones 3s dcfil~cd in 30 1'.AC' C'hapter 2 1.3. 

43137,7(b)(.:)(A 3 .  Ilissolvcd Oxvgcn. C'lausc ( i i )  was modiiicd to allon- the usc of -['able 5 Ii11. 

classi iicrl ii aters in ~Zppcndix A. Ln~iguagi. was also addcd tr, include strcanls ii it11 l.t.dslopc 
~,aluc.s it-t~ich arc above o r  I-?t.luw those fbund in 'I'ablc 5 .  C:rlcler clausc (iv) oK this subsection. 
larlguage LVBS addcd to alluw thc use 01' site-spccific data to aiiiust critical lo\-\ floiv values in 
Table 5 basod o n  othcr !'actor..; {c.g.+ tcnlperaturc U I  h?draulic condilionsl. ( J  sc of sitc-spccific 
Ion; flow values i l l  pcrmils or for nsscssment u t~dc r  C:lcan Water .Act $Xl3(d) is sub.jcct to EP.1 
approval. 



Water <)ualit> S(;l_ndards approved b~ l-..I'A I r \ p r ~ I  2008) 

43U7,7(b)(5). .lddi tiotial l!ses. llses for scagrass propagation a17J wctland walct. ilual i t: 
Suncliuns n.crc adoptcd. 

Addi t io~al  editorial changcs in $.?07.7, which don't alter the meaning or implementation (st' thc 
U'QS, ~ w t e  M ~ J c .  

lj3I17.9. Detcrn~ination of Standards Attainment 

6307.9(a). C;enet.~l standards atlainnleilt sarnplin~ and assessment procedures. :\ddit-ional 
SLUJ IC~S  ot'~nforlllntion on sampling and ssscssment proccdurc5 \\ere ridded to this provision. 

4 307.CJ(b). Languagc n n  thc c.stablishment ot' sampling stations was modified. but thc intc~il of' 
this provi sioi~ was 1101 changed. 

$307.C)(c). Collection and prcscrvalion of watcr samples. ReSerenccs for mnniloring, asscsslncnt 
and anal) rical prucedurcs wcre updated under i r c t ~ ~ s  ( l and (2). Under item (3)(A). thc 
recluiremenl L'ur measuring dissoli ed osygcn in un-ni i~ed non-tidal flowing sti.ean1s mas changed 
from ii depth-intcgrated sample to a sample near the surfacc. lnformaliiu~ otl asscssmcnt in bays 
m d  tidal strearlis M a s  combined undcr item (3)(C:) and the rcyuirerncnt for monitoring thc 
i crtical completc dcpth in baq s uas rcmovcd. Language allnwing thc use of data cnl lccted at 11 

depth of onc foot hi- assessment of toxics criteria was addcd i ~ n d e r  item (4). 

53)7.c)(d). SampIinc :~nalysis. r l  general rctl-rcncc to TCEQ's quality assurance progt'arn plan 
was rci iscd 10 cite the 7inruLs r s S ~ ~ ? ; f ~ ~ c e  I.t/ur~>r I_l!~lrlitj' ,t,hnitorin~ l ' r r~r~t~i /~r~- t~ .r  , I / f~~nuu/  under 
i ten) ( 1 ) A rcquircment I'or the usc of Fl'.-I-:ippt'o\ cd mcthods for rdjoactivity anal) ses a ac 
adileil to i tcm (2). 1,anguagc ~pcc i  t j  ing the use of the multiple tubc kt'rncntation or incn~br;inc 
li ltcr tcchr~iques lor bactcria analyses bas rcmovcd !ilern (4)  in  1997 '1 N I i 'QS). 

t;307.c)(c). Samplinc periodicity and e\'aluation. Undur  item (1  ) - Chlorides. sulfiltts. total 
dissolved solids (TDS). thc assessment proccdurcs fi)r determining attainmen1 ol' minerals 
criteria mere re\ ised. Under iterns (4 j - Tinic materials mil ( 5 )  - 'l'emperatt~rc and pl i ,  
rcferrrnces LO 1111: state's Guidance fbr Screening and Assessing 'l'exas S~irfacc ; l i d  Finishcd 
Urinhrng Water ucrc  added. Ulldur i ~ c r ~ ~  (6)(B), tllc rcquiremrnl h r  san~pling during night for 
cornparison to the minimilm criteria 1i)r ciissulvcd oxygen was ro] iscd to allou any measurement 
c.01 lcctcd during diunlal sampling to be comparcd to the app~opri~itc criterion for rnini~nul-n 
conccr~lrations. 

4307.9(f). Hic~lo~ical i n t c~ r i  tv. A narratiw pro\,isic~n lor biological integrity \\!as added. Tllifj 
iten] states that (he aquatic community will hc ~issesst.d by indices Sound in documents such as 
the Texrts Rcc,eiving I.Vufer Ahssr.s.~t~~rtrr l'roceduru.~ iW~~nuuI. 

$307.9(~) .  A d d i ~ i ~ a l  parameless. .2 provision was addcd to rzkrence the state's document 
t i t  led Guidcrnce for Sr-i.~.~v.rin,y und Ass~~s.r-ing Tcxus S u r f i u ~  itnd Finished U r i n k i n ~  Il irr ~ 7 r .  for 
iusessmcnt of narrati~ t: criteria in the TX Cf'QS. 

Addi t ic)n:~l cdirorial clla!~ges in $307.9. which don't alter the lncaniry o r  implen~cntnticm US thc 
\br(jS. wcrc made. 


